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to it; and, whatever happens, at least we will cheer-
fully die in the thought that these words of Our Lord
will be accomplished in us: Alus est qui seminat, et
alius qui metit; that others will enter into our work;
that they will enjoy the harvest of which we have
sown the first seeds; that they will gather the fruits
watered with our sweat and with our blood; and,
finally, that God will derive his glory and the salva-
tion of his Elect from our willingness to live and to
die in that holy employment to which our vocation
so happily pledges us, that I may say in truth that
God has exceeded our hopes, and that before my
departure from this Huron Country, from which
obedience recalls me, I see with my own eyes accom-
plished in seven years what I would have considered
myself very happy to have learned from afar, at the
end of a long life, and of which perhaps I would have
had some trouble in convincing myself, if I myself
had not been an eyewitness of it.

Our previous Relations may have [159] conveyed
some idea of it, and perhaps they will have suffi-
ciently shown that God makes no distinction of per-
sons; that his Love does not despise Barbarians; that
his kindness makes itself felt as much by our poor
Savages as by the most civilized nations of the earth:
that Heaven’s graces do not fall upon countries in
proportion to the riches bestowed by nature; and, in a
word, that our Hurons are no less born for Heaven
than those who have enjoyed the treasures of the
Faith a thousand and two thousand years before they
have. Now, since that time God has not withdrawn
his favors from those little Churches: he is ever
their Father, and ever liberal to those who invoke
him.



